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Low Impact Drilling
• Defined as rig equipment 

and drilling operations 
that minimize the 
disturbance to the 
environment.

– Wildlife and Habitats
• Fragmentation
• Harassment

– Land Disturbance
• Locations
• Access

– Discharges
• Solids
• Liquids
• Gases

– People
• Sound
• View



How?

• Directional Drilling using Pads
• Zero Discharge Systems
• Purpose Built Rigs
• Performance



Directional Drilling on Pads

Questar’s Winter Pad on the Pinedale Anticline



Zero Discharge Systems



Purpose Built Rigs

Helmerick and Payne Flex Rig Ensign Self Skidding Rig



Performance

• Crews
– Education
– Training

• Operations
– Efficiency
– Speed


